International Journal of Humanities A International Academy of Science,

and Social Sciences (IJHSS) 0

ISSN(P): 2319-393X; ISSN(E): 2319-3948 u Engineering and Technology
Vol. 4, Issue 5, Aug - Sep 2015, 35-42 IASET Connecting Researchers; Nurturing Innovations
© IASET

ASSESSING THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE MILITARY REGIMES TO POLITICAL
DEVELOPMENTS IN POST INDEPENDENT NIGERIA, 1966-1999

ARO, G. C, CHIDUME, C. G. %, AGUDIEGWU, M. 0.® & IWOK, U. D.*

'Department of Political Science, Federal Universidufu-Alike, Ikwo, Ebonyi State, Nigeria
“Department of History and Strategic Studies, Fddénaversity Ndufu-Alike, Ikwo, Ebonyi State, Niger
3Department of Political Science, Federal Univerbitufu-Alike, Ikwo, Ebonyi State, Nigeria
“Department of Mass Communication, Akwa Ibom Statlytechnic, Ikot Osurua,

Ikot- Ekpene, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria

ABSTRACT

The military is a vital institution in the moderta® system as the major factor that determinesapability and
capacity of the State’s national power to makeqgpedi within the domestic and the international lescfor the overall
nation building and political development of Stat€ke Nigeria military as a product of colonialissacame a veritable
institution imbued with the constitutional mand&beprotect the territorial integrity of the countapnd as well maintain
robust civil-military relations necessary for natibuilding in the post independent Nigeria. Thipextation was greeted
with much char grin and fiasco, when ethnicity vwhiwas implanted by the colonial imperialism as ad®aa box
imploded the First Republic in the post independdigeria. When the political impasse and imbroglecame nauseating
and ad nauseam attesting to the inability of thié authority to address the nation building chaties confronting Nigeria
in the incipient stage of her political independeritbecame imperative and behoves on the pressgnilitary institution
to rise to these nation building challenges forthwit was on the basis of this background and ant# that the military
revolution of 18' January 1966 was staged to save the nation fritingrinto political doldrums and abyss. This sadn
offered the military the opportunity to impact acahtribute to nation building and political devehognt in Nigeria. The
paper examines and analyses how far the militagy dentributed in addressing nation building chajks that have
impacted in the overall political development ofjiliia. The paper also looks at how the militastitation has assisted

the civil authority in addressing nation buildingatienges in the Fourth Republic.
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